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NHTSA Background

Mission: 
Save lives, prevent injuries, & reduce economic costs due to road traffic crashes

Authority to:
Regulate and oversee the manufacture and importation of motor vehicles and 
motor vehicle equipment 

Mission and authority carried out through:

Education Research
Safety 

Standards

Enforcement 

Activity
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NHTSA’s Standing General Order (SGO)

• Issued June 2021; updated April 2023

• Requires incident reporting as shown below: 

Levels 0 and 1 

NOT

covered by SGO

ADS

Any reportable event where the system was in use at any time within 30 seconds of 

a crash which: 

• involved a vulnerable road user,

OR

• resulted in a fatality, a vehicle tow-away, an air bag deployment, or any individual 

being transported to a hospital for medical treatment

Any reportable event where the system was in use at any time within 30 

seconds of a crash
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NHTSA’s Standing General Order (SGO)

• Regular Data Publication:   www.NHTSA.gov/SGOcrashReporting

http://www.nhtsa.gov/SGOcrashReporting
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New NHTSA Organizations

• Rulemaking:

• Enforcement:
Within the Office of Defects Investigation –

Advanced and Emerging Technologies Division

Office of Automation Safety

Automation Standards Automation Exemptions Special Programs
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NHTSA ADS Program Consideration

• AV STEP – the ADS-equipped Vehicle Safety, Transparency, and 
Evaluation Program 

• Regulation Identifier Number: 2127-AM60

AV STEP

Would entail: 

 Review processes 

 Participation terms 

and conditions 

Subject to these, 

could consider 

applications for:

Exemption and deployment of 

noncompliant ADS-equipped 

vehicles

AND

Participation of compliant ADS-

equipped vehicles
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Further NHTSA ADS Work and Resources

• NHTSA  Annual Modal Research Plan

• US DOT Regulatory Agenda

• NHTSA Report to Congress: Automated Vehicles June 2023

• NHTSA  Automated Vehicle Transparency and Engagement for Safe 
Testing Initiative (AV TEST)

• UNECE WP.29 Working Party on Automated/Autonomous and 
Connected Vehicles

https://www.transportation.gov/administrations/assistant-secretary-research-and-technology/national-highway-traffic-safety-5
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaMain?operation=OPERATION_GET_AGENCY_RULE_LIST&currentPub=true&agencyCode=&showStage=active&agencyCd=2100&csrf_token=65486BEF4A4EE00BCE96B5B37606EE21DA5A6DA4DAD5B0AE2911F9D25F5013374B50EA86FFAEF93FFA8A68BC255574F3D864
https://www.nhtsa.gov/document/report-congress-automated-vehicles-june-2023
https://www.nhtsa.gov/automated-vehicle-test-tracking-tool
https://unece.org/transport/vehicle-regulations/working-party-automatedautonomous-and-connected-vehicles-introduction


8

Thank You!

Contact Info:

Katherine Chasins

Department of Transportation - National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Address: 1200 New Jersey Ave SE, Washington DC, 20590 

Phone: 202 366-7396

Email: katherine.chasins@dot.gov




