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Contact Information  
   Street: 7 Martin Luther King Jr. Dr Suite: 643 
   City: Atlanta     Phone: (404) 656-6996 

State: Georgia                    Fax: (404) 651-9107 
Zip Code: 30334   Web:www.gahighwaysafety.org 

 
Introduction Overview – The Georgia Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) is pleased to present its 

2013 Annual Report. 
 
 The mission of GOHS is to educate the public on highway safety issues and to facilitate the 

implementation of programs that reduce crashes, injuries, and fatalities on Georgia roadways. 
GOHS seeks to accomplish its mission by using federal monies to fund state and local programs 
that address highway safety issues. The highway safety programs funded by GOHS are designed 
to address major highway safety problems that are concerns not only on the state level, but 
nationally as well. GOHS expended approximately $13.1 million during the federal fiscal year 
(FFY) 2013 in funds provided by the federal government (National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration – NHTSA).   

 
                                    In this document, the key areas of Impaired Driving/ Speed Enforcement, Occupant Protection, 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety, Traffic Records, and Paid Media will be addressed as suggested by 
the Governor’s Highway Safety Association (GHSA) Annual Report Template. GOHS has an 
ongoing evaluation of program outcomes that will be available in February 2014. The evaluation 
will be added to this document as a supplement containing a complete picture of the activities, 
successes and challenges in every highway safety program area outlined in the 2013 Highway 
Safety Plan.  

 
FFY 2013 Georgia Core Traffic Safety Performance Measures: 
1. To maintain the steady decrease of traffic fatalities below the 2010 calendar base year of 

1,244 fatalities by December 31, 2013 to 1142. 
Outcome Status: Traffic fatalities totaled 1,192 in 2012, a 3.8% decrease from the 2010 
calendar base year count. 

2. To maintain the steady decrease of serious traffic injuries below the 2010 calendar base year 
count of 115,737 to 114,580 by December 31, 2013. 
Outcome Status: The outcome of this performance measure cannot be determined at this 
time due to insufficient data.  

3. To decrease overall fatalities in rural and urban areas. 
a. To decrease fatalities/VMT by eight percent (8%) from the 2010 calendar year of 

1.11 to 1.05 by December 31, 2013   
b. To decrease rural fatalities/VMT by nine percent (9%) from the 2010 calendar base 

year average of 1.78 to 1.53 by December 31, 2013.  
c. To decrease urban fatalities/VMT by six percent (6%) from the 2010 calendar base 

year average of 0.79 to 0.78 by December 31, 2013  
Outcome Status:  

a. In calendar year 2012, fatalities/VMT averaged 1.12, which represents no change 
from the 2010 calendar year base count.  

b. Rural fatalities/VMT totaled 1.71 in calendar year 2012, a 4.1% decrease from the 
calendar base year of 2010. 

c. Urban fatalities/VMT averaged 0.84 in calendar year 2012, a 6% increase from the 
2010 calendar base year.  

4. To decrease unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in all seating positions nine 
percent (9%) from the 2010 calendar base year count of 427 to 389 by December 31, 2013.  
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Outcome Status: Unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities totaled 368 in 2012, a 
14.2% decrease from the 2010 calendar base year count. 

5. To decrease alcohol-related driving fatalities ten percent (10%) from the 2010 calendar base 
year average of 298 to 268 by December 31, 2013. 
Outcome Status: Alcohol impaired driving fatalities totaled 301 in 2012, which represents 
no change from the 2010 calendar base year average. 

6. To decrease speeding related fatalities by sixteen percent (16%) from the 2010 base year of 
217 to 183 fatalities by December 31, 2013. 
Outcome Status: Speed related fatalities totaled 180 in 2012, a 17% decrease from the 2010 
calendar base year count. 

7. To maintain the steady decrease of motorcyclist fatalities from the 2010 calendar base year 
of 127 by December 31, 2013.   
Outcome Status: Motorcyclist fatalities totaled 134 in 2012, which represents an increase of 
5.5% from the 2010 calendar base year average.  

8. To maintain the steady decrease of un-helmeted motorcyclist fatalities below the 2010 
calendar base year count of 14 by December 31, 2013. 
Outcome Status: Un-helmeted motorcyclist fatalities totaled 8 in 2012, which represents a 
42.9% decrease from the 2010 calendar base year count. 

9. To decrease drivers age 20 or younger involved in fatal crashes from the 2010 calendar base 
year of 175 to 143 by December 31, 2013. 
Outcome Status: Drivers age 20 or younger involved in fatal crashes totaled 158 in 2012, a 
decrease of 10% from the 2010 calendar base year count. 

10. To maintain the steady decrease of pedestrian fatalities below the 2010 calendar base year of 
168 by December 31, 2013. 
Outcome Status: Pedestrian fatalities totaled 167 in 2012, which represents no change from 
the 2010 calendar base year average. 

 
Crash Summary – While complete traffic safety data are difficult to obtain for one or even two 
years after the end of any given year, GOHS uses the timeliest sources available to evaluate its 
effectiveness. For this report, a combination of GOHS Fatality Reporting data, the Fatality 
Analysis Reporting System (FARS), and data from the NHTSA website (non-FARS) was used to 
complete all fatality statistics, and injury data, and total vehicle miles traveled (VMT) were 
derived from the Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT). As reported by NHTSA, there 
were 1,192 traffic fatalities in Georgia in CY 2012, a 2.8% decrease from 1,226 in CY 2011 and a 
21.3% drop over the last five years. The reduction in 2012 total deaths marks the seventh straight 
year of decreasing fatalities in Georgia and the lowest level since 1982. According to GDOT, 
injuries on Georgia roads rose 1.4% in 2012 from 2011; however, total injuries fell 16.6% over 
the last five years.   

 
According to NHTSA, 2012 unrestrained fatalities on Georgia roads decreased to 368, a 12.8% 
reduction from 2011 when 422 such fatalities occurred, and a 36% drop over the last five years. 
Alcohol-impaired driving fatalities remained unchanged from the base year of 2010 to 2012 but 
have fallen 25.7% over the last five years. In Georgia, 25% of all fatalities were alcohol-impaired 
in 2012, which is below the US percentage of 31.1%. In 2012, speed-related fatalities reduced 
18.2% to 180 in 2012 from 220 in 2011, and 41.8% over the last five years. Motorcyclist fatalities 
fell 10.7% between 2011 and 2012 and 24.8% over the last five years. Un-helmeted motorcyclist 
fatalities decreased to 8 in 2012 from 15 in 2011. Of fatalities among motorcyclists with known 
helmet use, 6.4% were un-helmeted in 2012.  

 
The number of Georgia drivers under the age of 21 involved in fatal crashes fell slightly in 2012 
to 158 from 165 in 2011; however, over the last five years, the number of young drivers involved 
in fatal crashes decreased 28.6%, the result of new licensing laws and GOHS’ programmatic 
efforts. Pedestrian fatalities rose in Georgia in 2012 to 167, a 28% increase over 2011, and a 
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13.6% increase over the last five years. In addition, bicyclist fatalities remained unchanged over 
the last five years.  
 
Accomplishments – In FFY 2013, GOHS made tremendous strides in state collaborations to 
reach its mission with unprecedented partnership efforts with the Georgia Department of Driver 
Services, the Georgia Department of Public Safety, the Georgia State Patrol, the Georgia 
Department of Public Health, the Georgia Department of Transportation, the Georgia Sheriff’s 
Association, the Administrative Office of the Courts, the Prosecuting Attorney’s Council, and the 
University of Georgia. With this committed partnership, GOHS has embraced Strategic Highway 
Safety Planning by facilitating the 5-E’s Model Approach – Education, Enforcement, 
Engineering, Emergency Medical Services, and Evaluation. 

 
In FFY 2013, Georgia:   
1. Maintained a safety belt usage rate of over 90% for the second year in a row at 93.8%. This 

achievement is due to the hard work of traffic safety professionals in the vital field of 
occupant protection, and to the passage of the Pickup Truck Safety Belt law (SB 458), 
which went into effect on July 1, 2010. The law requires both drivers and passengers of 
pickup trucks to buckle-up in their vehicles. Since this law was passed observed safety belt 
use rates for pickup truck occupants continue to rise from 73.2% to 85.8%, a 12.6% increase.  

2. Conducted two County Occupant Safety Caravans: During June and September, 2013, 
traffic safety partners from across the state combined efforts to create two occupant safety 
initiatives in Toombs County and Bibb County/ Peach County. These events combined 
certified child safety seat technicians with rollover and impaired vision specialists and experts 
on supporting elderly drivers. This partnership included members of the Car Fit program, 
Safe Kids program, the Rural Roads Initiative and Georgia Traffic Injury Prevention Institute 
(GTIPI) as well as school, city and county officials. In Toombs County, personal contacts and 
training totaled 1,720 people, the distribution of 131 child seats and reached over 350,000 
citizens via paid media segments promoting proper use of child seats and safety equipment. 
Additionally, the efforts in Bibb County/Peach County resulted in personal contact and 
training of 2,173 people, distributed 122 child seats and reached over 605,961 citizens via 
paid media segments promoting proper use of child seats and safety equipment.  

3. Policed aggressive traffic with the Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic (H.E.A.T.) 
program. Seventeen (17) H.E.A.T. grants were allocated in FFY 2013. The expansion over 
the past eleven years of the H.E.A.T. program allowed for a more cohesive and visible law 
enforcement effort that effectively carries out GOHS’ mission of education and enforcement. 
In FFY 2013, HEAT officers arrested 6,303 impaired drivers, gave out 37,043 citations for 
speeding and cited 12,239 drivers for occupant protection violations.  

4. Served as a model state for innovative enforcement strategies; specifically, the continuation 
of a very effective multi-agency enforcement effort through regional Traffic Enforcement 
Networks (TENs), which are the cornerstone of motivating, mobilizing, training and 
communicating with Georgia’s traffic enforcement officers. FFY 2013 was the fifteenth year 
of success for the TENs, and all 16 regional networks continue to be strong and active. The 
GATEN listserv has over 1,100 subscribers. GATEN has proven to be an effective 
communication and education tool among Georgia’s traffic enforcement officers and 
prosecutors. This was due to GOHS staff’s diligent efforts in implementing innovative 
programs that address vehicle crashes. 

5. Coordinated the “100 Days of Summer HEAT”, a multi-jurisdictional campaign designed to 
reduce speeding, impaired driving and occupant protection violations in counties with major 
traffic safety problems. Georgia was the impetus for this program being adopted by the 
NHTSA Southeast Region. The campaign began with May Click It or Ticket, continued with 
the 4th of July Operation Zero Tolerance campaign, and concluded with the Labor Day 
Impaired Driving mobilization. During the “100 Days of Summer HEAT” program, law 
enforcement conducted 7,564 road checks, 748 media events, and 1,800 educational events. 
Activities included 802,727 traffic citations of which 63,852 safety belt violations, 17,598 
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DUI arrests, 241,565 Speeding citations and 37,173 child seat citations.  Approximately 74% 
of law enforcement jurisdictions in Georgia participated in the “100 Days of Summer HEAT” 
program.  

6. Promoted the Drive Sober Georgia app for smartphones. Available on both the Android and 
iPhone markets, this app provides a listing of free sober ride programs across the state.  

7. Mobilized Operation Rolling Thunder by the GOHS Thunder Task Force in two areas with 
high fatalities. The Thunder Task Force targets high-risk drivers through specialized traffic 
enforcement to help communities in Georgia combat abnormally high occurrences of 
morbidity and mortality on roadways. The mission of the Task Force is to reduce crashes, 
injuries and fatalities by changing illegal driving behaviors of motorists in the region through 
an increased law enforcement presence in high crash corridors. In FFY 2013, Operation 
Rolling Thunder conducted ninety-day high-visibility mobilizations in Augusta / Richmond 
County. Activities included 3,455 traffic citations, 422 total arrest (17 felonies), 330 safety 
belt violations, 307 DUI arrests, and 488 child seat citations. Richmond saw a 62% reduction 
in fatal crashes during that 90 day period. Three Mini-Thunder Task Force Mobilizations 
were also conducted in Richmond County, Houston County, and Chatham County (Port 
Wentworth) resulting in 1,042 traffic citations, 169 total arrest (8 felonies), 84 safety belt 
violations, 68 DUI arrests, and 100 child seat citations. 

8. Created the Georgia Impaired Driving Task Force was created by an Executive Order of 
Governor Nathan Deal. The purpose of the task force was to develop an Impaired Driving 
Strategic Plan which was submitted to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
on September 1, 2013. The members of the task force represented impaired driving 
stakeholders in Georgia and included highway safety officials, judicial liaisons, law 
enforcement representatives and stakeholders from the private sector.  

9. GOHS continued support to the Nighthawks DUI Task Forces. First formed in 2004, the 
Nighthawks were formed to reduce impaired driving traffic crashes by concentrating on the 
apprehension of DUI offenders during the peak hours when statistics have shown DUI-related 
incidents occur. Currently, there are Nighthawks in metropolitan Atlanta, Savannah, 
Columbus, Macon. 

10. Integrated major efforts with the Georgia State Patrol including the Highway Enforcement 
of Aggressive Traffic, (H.E.A.T.) Thunder Task Force, Nighthawks and Occupant Safety 
programs.  The Georgia State Patrol has been consistently ranked as one of the top state 
police/highway patrol agencies in the country in the category of 501 to 1,000 sworn officers 
by the International Association of Chiefs of Police. The National Law Enforcement 
Challenge (NLEC) focuses on agencies efforts to enforce laws and educate the public about 
occupant protection, impaired driving and speeding. 

11. Conducted the Law Enforcement Services Division’s annual Governor’s Challenge Awards 
Program at the Macon Centreplex on November 9, 2012. This event was a GOHS incentive 
program designed to award outstanding achievements in highway safety enforcement and 
education. Of the 74 original applications received, twenty-eight different law enforcement 
agencies were recognized with a total of 37 awards. Cobb County Police Department was the 
grand prize winner of the 2012 Governor’s Challenge and a fully equipped Dodge Charger. 

12. Expanded implementation of the NHTSA Gold Standards with the DUI Court program to a 
total of six funded DUI Court programs. The evaluation of the pilot DUI Court program (Fell 
& Tippets, 2011), which included three courts, showed a decrease in recidivism of 63.5%.  

13. Responded to Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) designation of Georgia as a 
pedestrian focus state with the continuation of the Georgia Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety 
Action Plan, which identified current conditions, safety problems and needs, and determined 
future funding and programs. The plan worked to both encourage walking and biking, and 
promote safety. The goals are to reduce pedestrian fatalities by 33% by 2013, and to reduce 
pedestrian and bicycle crashes and injuries by 20% by 2013, while increasing biking and 
walking by 20%. Plans are underway to increase funding for pedestrian and bicycle 
programs, improve infrastructure, and to streamline data collection. 

 



7 
 

14. Continued support of the Rural and Human Services Transportation Coordination 
legislation. As in a number of states, it is now required that agencies work together to deliver 
transportation in a coordinated, efficient manner to all Georgians. GOHS organized a 
workshop focused on older and disabled drivers to help enlarge the “outside the 
transportation community” support base for this legislation and to plan for its 
implementation. 

15. Supported Mothers Against Drunk Driving by hosting the 2013 MADD Golden Shield 
Honors Luncheon to recognize law enforcement for their efforts in in saving lives on Georgia 
roadways. Over 540 law enforcement officers attended the luncheon on March 28, 2013.  

16. Promoted the “Share the Road, Motorcycles are Everywhere” message by GOHS to 
motorists and raised awareness about motorcycle safety in areas facing high crash rates, 
deaths and injuries by creating a series of radio and print ads to remind people to check twice 
for motorcycles. These ads also discouraged riding drunk with the message: “Just one drink 
and you’re five times more likely to crash.”  

17. Coordinated with the Georgia Department of Driver Services (DDS) to increase motorcycle 
training and education across the state. The demand for motorcycle training is growing 
based on increased motorcycle registrations. To keep up with demand and to improve 
motorcycle safety, GOHS and DDS are dedicated to opening additional training sites and 
training more instructors across the state. 

18. Participated in the inaugural National Bike to School Day on May 8, 2013. Organized by the 
National Center for Safe Routes to School, the event was an opportunity for communities 
across the country to join together to bicycle to school on the same day. 

19. Expanded the Governor’s Commission on Teen Driving into a comprehensive effort to 
combat the negative effects of inexperienced drivers. The commission is the first in the nation 
to be composed exclusively of teens who will advise the Governor and the state’s public 
safety officials on effective ways to communicate a safe driving message to the state’s teen 
drivers. While the overarching goal of the Commission is to reduce teen crashes and the 
resulting injuries and fatalities occurring on Georgia’s roadways, three subcommittees are 
tasked with identifying their own goals, implementation strategies, and actions for addressing 
teen crash risk resulting from their causal factor (texting, distraction, impairment).  Each 
subcommittee researched their respective risk factors to better understand the impact on teen 
drivers and what strategies and messages can be used to educate their peers. The commission 
presented their recommendation on Monday, March 18, 2013 at Lake Lanier Islands Legacy 
Lodge Conference Center in Buford, Georgia. Each subcommittee presented their initiatives. 
GOHS staff is continuously identifying opportunities to move forward in promoting and 
implementing the recommendations set forth by the Governor’s Commission on Teen 
Driving. While continuing to receive input and suggestions from the Commission, the 
Governor’s Office of Highway Safety has utilized partnerships with the Department of 
Drivers Services, the Department of Transportation, the Department of Education, law 
enforcement agencies statewide, the Georgia legislature, as well as statewide media outlets to 
promote the Commission’s recommendations and encourage implementation. 

20. Participated in the National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness Week in October 2012. Seven 
universities from around the state joined this national campaign promoted by the Boosting 
Alcohol Consciousness Concerning the Health of University Students (BACCHUS) and by 
the Coalition of Higher Education Association for Substance Abuse Prevention. The purpose 
of the week was to provide an opportunity to showcase healthy lifestyles free from the abuse 
or illegal use of alcohol and to combat negative stereotypes of college drinking behavior. 

21. Improved the state’s traffic data systems to allow for accurate, reliable and timely 
information exchange between key partners through key initiatives in coordination with a 
number of state agencies and stakeholders. The Georgia Department of Transportation 
(GDOT) continued work to install the electronic citation and crash reporting system TraCS, 
train law enforcement agency (LEA) personnel, and provide essential support for those LEAs 
that wish to use TraCS. GOHS of Health Information and Policy made available, over the 
Division of Public Health’s publicly accessible internet based system, its data system OASIS, 
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which allows users to submit queries for hospital information, thus enhancing crash and 
injury surveillance capacity.  The Department of Driver’s Services (DDS) initiated a short-
term project to redesign the current Uniform Traffic Citation (UTC) to include several new 
federally required fields, improve layout, and simplify the process of using UTC for local law 
enforcement agencies. The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) worked to build a 
publicly accessible website where data can be accessed relating to traffic citation convictions 
from the AOC’s three case management systems: TIPS, PCIS, and SUSTAIN. Currently, 
over 85% of Georgia’s crash reports are submitted electronically.  

22. Continued a fully functional Traffic Records Coordinating Council and Executive 
Steering Committee (TRCC) with collaboration of State partners representing all disciplines 
in the public sector (engineering, courts, public health, EMS, law enforcement, driver 
services, etc.). The State Traffic Records Coordinator along with the TRCC developed a 
strategic plan related to the committee’s mission. The plan includes a long-range strategic 
plan, support of the Traffic Records Coordinator, and improvements in the process of crash 
location, better communication and error feedback to reporting agencies and support of the 
Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES). 

23. Continued the process to streamline the grant process through eGOHS (Electronic Grants 
for the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety) in which applications were submitted, 
reviewed, and approved electronically. All grants in FFY2013 were managed entirely online. 
This system improved communication between GOHS and grantees, effectively reducing 
time and expediting prior cumbersome processes to allow both parties to focus on the 
mission. As a result of the increased efficiency of reporting on the eGOHS system, more 
immediate and in depth analysis could be performed on more grants at the end of the fiscal 
year. Each staff member can access grantee documentation (claims, monthly activity reports) 
from remote locations (at home or in the field). 

24. Hosted Highway Safety Conference: GOHS sponsored the 2013 Georgia Highway Safety 
Conference in Savannah, August 19-21. The event was attended by highway safety 
professionals from across the state including law enforcement officials, emergency medical 
service providers, traffic engineers, insurance companies and public health professionals. 
Over the course of the conference, NHTSA Administrator David Strickland, victim advocate 
Carolyn Nunnalee, and television personality Sonny Dixon headlined group programs, such 
as the Governor’s Highway Safety Awards Luncheon. Other events included workshops 
covering DUI treatment courts and teen driving, panel discussions on Traffic Incident 
Management roles and seminars on engaging the community. The conference also provided 
networking events and recognition of local partners.  

25. Partnered with Huddle Inc. Ticket Program: Huddle, Inc. provides advertising on ticket 
backs for high school sporting and extracurricular events. Huddle partners with 158 of 
Georgia's 159 counties by providing tickets at no charge to schools. Each ticket contained a 
highway safety message targeting youth.  
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Core Outcome Measures 

      Core Measure 1: To maintain the steady decrease of traffic fatalities below the 2010 
calendar base year count of 1,244 by December 31, 2013 to 1142. 
Baseline: 1,244 fatalities in 2010. 
 

 
 

     
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
       

Core Measure 2: To maintain the steady decrease of serious traffic injuries below the 2010 
calendar base year count of 111,290 to 105,725 by December 31, 2013. 

 
Baseline: 111,290 injuries in 2010. 
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Core Measure 3: To decrease fatalities/VMT five percent (5%) from the 2010 calendar base year 
rate of 1.12 to 1.05 by December 31, 2013. 
Baseline: 1.12 fatalities/VMT in 2010. 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
       
 
Core Measure 4: To decrease unrestrained passenger vehicle occupant fatalities in all seating 
positions nine percent (9%) from the 2010 calendar base year count of 427 to 389 by December 
31, 2013. 
Baseline: 427 unrestrained fatalities in 2010. 
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Core Measure 5: To decrease alcohol impaired driving fatalities ten-percent (10%) from the 2010 
calendar base year average of 298 to 268 by December 31, 2013. 
 
Baseline: 298 alcohol-related fatalities in 2010. 
 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      Core Measure 6: To decrease speeding related fatalities by sixteen percent (16%) from the 2010 
base year count of 217 to 183 fatalities by December 31, 2013. 
Baseline: 217 speed-related fatalities in 2010. 
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Core Measure 7: To maintain the steady decrease of motorcyclist fatalities from the 2010 
calendar base year count of 127 by December 31, 2013. 
 
Baseline: 127 motorcycle deaths in 2010. 
 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      Core Measure 8: To maintain the steady decrease of un-helmeted motorcyclist fatalities below 
the 2010 calendar base year count of 14 by December 31, 2013. 
 
Baseline: 14 un-helmeted motorcyclist fatalities in 2010. 
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Core Measure 9: To decrease drivers age 20 or younger involved in fatal crashes  from the 2010 
calendar base year count of 175 to 143 by December 31, 2013. 

Baseline: 175 drivers under age 20 involved in fatal crashes in 2010. 
 

 
 

     
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      Core Measure 10: To maintain the steady decrease of pedestrian fatalities below the 2010 
calendar base year of 168 by December 31, 2013. 
 
Baseline: 167 pedestrian fatalities in 2008. 
 

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      

100

110

120

130

140

150

160

170

180

190

200

199419951996199719981999200020012002200320042005200620072008 2009 2010 2011 2012

163 164 161 

183 

167 

159 

137 

156 161 
156 153 

150 148 
154 

147 
152 

168 

130 

167 

163 164 163 
168 168 166 

162 161 161 160 159 158 
154 153 151 153 154 

151 152 

Pedestrian Fatalities 

Pedestrian Fatalities

Pedestrian Fatality Trend

100

150

200

250

300

350

1994199519961997199819992000200120022003200420052006200720082009201020112012

272 

320 

344 

297 293 

320 

286 

330 

282 
301 

310 

326 

298 
284 

221 

148 

175 
165 158 

272 

296 
312 308 305 308 305 308 305 308 307 

305 
305 304 

293 
278 

261 

248 
232 

Drivers Under Age 21 Involved in Fatal Crashes 

Drivers Under Age 21 Fatal
Crashes
Drivers Under Age 21 Fatal Crash
Trend



16 
 

Core Behavior Measure / Trends Baseline Data 1994-2002 Progress Report Data 2003-2012

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Percent of Population Using Safety Belts* 52.8% 50.0% 57.8% 65.1% 73.6% 74.2% 73.6% 79.0% 77.0% 84.5% 86.7% 89.9% 90.0% 88.9% 89.6% 88.9% 89.6% 93.0% 93.8%

89.5%Safety Belt Use Trend 52.8% 51.4% 53.5% 56.4% 59.9% 62.3% 63.9% 65.8% 67.0% 68.8% 72.2% 76.1% 79.4% 81.7% 83.3% 84.8% 86.4% 87.8%

 

Core Behavior Measure 
      

       Measure: Increase the rate of observed safety belt use from baseline 89.6% in 2010 to 
90.1% by the end of FFY 2013 for drivers and front seat outboard passengers. 
Baseline: 89.6% observed safety belt usage in 2010.  

        

 
 

      
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
Core Activity Measures / Trends Baseline Data FFY 2009-FFY 2012 

Citation data aggregated from GOHS grantee self-reported data and jurisdictions voluntarily reporting monthly data 
on the GOHS Online Reporting System. 

  FFY 2009 FFY 2010 FFY 2011 FFY2012   
Safety Belt Citations 186416 199347 193727 190042   
Safety Belt Citations Trend 186416 192882 196537 191885   
Impaired Driving Arrests 52270 52775 51165 48270   
Impaired Driving Arrests Trend 52270 52523 51970 49718   
Speeding Citations 661908 631643 595387 641849   
Speeding Citations Trend 661908 646776 613515 618618   
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Core Survey Questions 

     

Impaired Driving Question 1: In the past 30 days, how many times have you driven a motor vehicle 
within 2 hours after drinking alcoholic beverages? (Pre: Dec 11, 2012; Post Jan 8, 2013) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 0 Time 92.4% 
 

93.0% 
 1 - 2 Times 5.0% 

 
6.0% 

 3 or more Times 2.5% 
 

1.0% 
 

     

Impaired Driving Question 2: Have you Heard of Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over?           
 (Pre: Dec 11, 2012; Post Jan 8, 2013) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 Yes 58.7% 
 

60.8% 
 No 41.3% 

 
36.1% 

 
     
Impaired Driving Question 3: What do you think the chances are of someone getting arrested if they 
drive after drinking? (Pre: Dec 11, 2012; Post Jan 8, 2013) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 Almost Certain 15.4% 
 

17.0% 
 Very Likely 25.1% 

 
20.6% 

 Somewhat Likely 42.1% 
 

46.4% 
 Somewhat Unlikely 11.3% 

 
10.3% 

 Very Unlikely 6.2% 
 

5.7% 
 

     
     
Safety Belt Question 1: How often do you use safety belts when you drive or ride in a car, van sport 
utility vehicle or pick up? (Pre: May 1, 2013; Post June 11, 2013) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 All of the time 93.9% 
 

93.8% 
 Most of the time 5.0% 

 
3.6% 

 Some of the time 1.0% 
 

0.0% 
 Rarely 0.0% 

 
0.6% 

 Never 0.0% 
 

0.0% 
 

     
Safety Belt Question 2: In the past 30 days, have you read, seen or heard anything about safety belt law 
enforcement by police? (Pre: May 1, 2013; Post June 11, 2013) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 Yes 27.6% 
 

30.7% 
 No 72.4% 

 
69.3% 
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Safety Belt Question 3: What do you think the chances are of getting a ticket if you don't wear your 
safety belt? (Pre: May 1, 2013; Post June 11, 2013) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 Always 23.0% 
 

21.2% 
 Most of the Time 19.3% 

 
22.8% 

 Half of the Time 15.5% 
 

14.5% 
 Rarely 14.4% 

 
15.5% 

 Never 27.8% 
 

25.9% 
 

     
Speeding Question 1: On a road with a speed limit of 65 miles per hour, how often do you drive faster 
than 70 miles per hour? (Pre: Jul 29, 2013; Post: Sept 15, 2013) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 Always 8.9% 
 

3.1% 
 Most of the Time 8.3% 

 
14.4% 

 Half of the Time 11.7% 
 

10.8% 
 Rarely 46.1% 

 
32.0% 

 Never 25.0% 
 

39.7% 
 

     
Speeding Question 2: In the past 30 days, have you read, seen or heard anything about speed 
enforcement by police? (Pre: Apr 8, 2012; Post: Sept 14, 2012) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 Yes 35.8% 
 

31.2% 
 No 64.2% 

 
68.8% 

 
     
Speeding Question 3: What do you think the chances are of getting a ticket if you drive over the speed 
limit? (Pre: Apr 8, 2012; Post: Sept 14, 2012) 

 
Pre 

 
Post 

 Always 10.0% 
 

8.7% 
 Most of the Time 24.0% 

 
31.4% 

 Half of the Time 27.6% 
 

28.5% 
 Rarely 31.8% 

 
27.3% 

 Never 6.5% 
 

4.1% 
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Impaired Driving and  Program Overview for Georgia Impaired Driving and Speed  
Speed Enforcement  Programs 
 
 Despite reductions in impaired or speed related crashes through a continuous upgrading of 

Georgia’s laws, high visibility law enforcement and increased public information and education 
(PI&E) programs, any number of impaired driving and speed-related crashes, injuries and 
fatalities is unacceptable. Fatalities are six times more likely in crashes involving impaired 
driving than those not involving alcohol and drugs. Alcohol impaired driving death rates are very 
high in urban areas and college towns where alcohol establishments are most prevalent. One out 
of every five (5) crash deaths in Georgia involved unsafe or illegal speed. The majority of the 
drivers in speed-related crashes are male. In FFY 2013, GOHS sought to reduce impaired driving 
and speed-related deaths by establishing clear, measurable objectives in this area. GOHS utilized 
NHTSA Sections 402, 406 and 410 funding to accomplish these objectives. 

 
 Objectives 

1. To provide DUI countermeasure funding incentives to counties that make up 55% of 
impaired driving fatalities. 

2. To implement three (3) impaired driving enforcement mobilizations in which 75% of the law 
enforcement agencies participate. 

3. To maintain H.E.A.T programs in areas across the state which demonstrate high risk for 
aggressive and impaired driving. 

4. To provide funding to 15% of Georgia public high schools. 
5. To provide public information and education to 100% of Georgia high schools to implement 

programs to make constructive decisions. 
6. To provide funding to at least nineteen (19) accredited colleges and universities within 

Georgia based on data where crashes, injuries and fatalities rates are the highest. 
7. To provide highway safety public information and education to 100% of the accredited 

colleges and universities within Georgia. 
8. To provide statewide training opportunities for prosecutors to increase effective prosecution 

of highway safety offenses. 
9. To continue funding of DUI courts in six (6) jurisdictions in Georgia (Cherokee, Gwinnett, 

Liberty, Richmond, Rockdale, and Troup).  
10. To fund counties that represent 50% of speeding fatalities for the purpose of reducing 

speed related motor vehicle crashes, injuries, and deaths. 
11. To continue strategic enforcement in high-risk statewide locations through 

specialized H.E.A.T (Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic) units. 
12. To conduct three (3) special emphasis mobilizations targeting motorcyclists who 

drive excessive speeds. 
 

 
Noteworthy Programs 
In FFY 2013, GOHS implemented a number of noteworthy programs to combat impaired driving. 
Enumerated below are programs that had significant impact. 
1. The Georgia Impaired Driving Task Force was created by an Executive Order signed by 

Governor Nathan Deal. The purpose of the task force was to develop an Impaired Driving 
Strategic Plan which was submitted to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) on September 1st, 2013. The members of the task force represented impaired 
driving stakeholders in Georgia and included highway safety officials, judicial liaisons, law 
enforcement representatives and stakeholders from the private sector.  

2. DUI Courts Program – A continuation of the DUI adjudication pilot program, six (6) DUI 
Courts were continued with GOHS funding in FFY 2013. 
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3. Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic (H.E.A.T.) – A law enforcement program 
within 21 county and local agencies that aims at reducing aggressive traffic violations and 
DUI’s. Since October 2001, GOHS has utilized this innovative grant program to provide 
teams of specially designated officers committed to enforcing traffic safety laws in 
jurisdictions with high numbers of traffic crashes, injuries, and fatalities. 

4. Operation Zero Tolerance – A model statewide initiative program which features highly 
publicized sobriety checkpoints, resulting in increased impaired-driver contacts. Participation 
in this program is solicited through GOHS’ Regional Traffic Enforcement Networks and 
required of all the FFY 2013 law enforcement grants targeting impaired drivers and all of the 
educational grantees as well. 

5. Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) grant program – GOHS funded 15% of 
Georgia High Schools across the state. SADD chapters utilized grant funding to address the 
issues of impaired driving. SADD chapters participated in national campaigns such as: SADD 
& the law: 21 or Bust and SADD & the law: SADD mobilizes. 21 or Bust is a campaign 
created as a partnership between SADD and the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA). This campaign teams SADD chapters with Licensed Beverage 
Outlets (LBOs), law enforcement officials (including liquor law enforcement), and other 
community leaders to prevent the sale of alcohol to those under the age of 21. The SADD 
Mobilizes campaign will mobilize SADD chapters to prevent impaired driving by bringing 
messages about enforcement to new and expanded audiences in the community. By focusing 
the attention of citizens, businesses, and the media on current enforcement initiatives, SADD 
chapters can be a part of a successful prevention strategy. This campaign supports the 
National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration's nationwide You Drink & Drive, You 
Lose initiative. 

6. Training for law enforcement officers – Through a grant to the Georgia Public Safety 
Training Center, funding was provided to train law enforcement officers in impaired driving 
and speeding countermeasures including the administration of Standardized Field Sobriety 
Tests, certification as Drug Recognition Experts, and use of RADAR and LIDAR. 

7. Mothers Against Drunk Driving – In FFY 2013, funds were provided to MADD for the 
successful recruitment of new volunteers. MADD undertook the development of volunteers 
and community action sites, as well as implementing MADD core programs and relaying 
MADD/GOHS messages. 

8. 2013 National Teen Driver Safety Week:-To help combat teen driver crashes, injuries and 
fatalities, the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety conducted a two day media tour for 
National Teen Driver Safety Week. Columbus, Albany, Macon, Statesboro and Augusta were 
cities where press events were held. Members of the Governor’s Commission on Teen 
Driving, GOHS Director Harris Blackwood, and local law enforcement were speakers for 
these press events and individual interviews for media outlets were conducted. Students 
Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) Chapters all over Georgia held events to bring 
awareness on teen driver safety issues.  

9. Ford Driving Skills for Life-GOHS was awarded a $20,000 Ford Driving Skills for Life 
grant from GHSA. These funds will encourage members in implementing safe teen driving 
strategies both locally and throughout Georgia. The Driving Skills for Life Event will serve 
as an opportunity for Commission members to implement some of their strategies in reaching 
teen drivers. The Driving Skills for Life event will take place in Macon, GA and kick off the 
2014 Youth and Young Adult Leadership Conference. 

10. Georgia Young Adult Program- GOHS provided educational highway safety information, 
program ideas, statistics, and the opportunity for funding to 100% of Georgia colleges and 
universities in order to decrease crashes, injuries, and fatalities. In FFY 2013, GOHS funded 
17 peer-education programs through the Georgia Young Adult Program. This program 
focused primarily on reducing impaired driving among young adult drivers. Schools 
coordinated impaired driving prevention programs including DUI simulators and professional 
speakers. Programming often surrounded event such as National Collegiate Alcohol 
Awareness Week, Safe Spring Break, graduation, summer orientation, and football tailgates.  
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11. Beyond The Bell- GOHS has partnered with Beyond the Bell, a non-profit organization 
which provides prevention programs, effective intervention and/or treatment when 
appropriate to reduce substance abuse among youth. Beyond the Bell is comprised of 
representatives from local organizations, faith-based communities, non-profits, businesses, 
and community members who have united to create change within local communities in 
regards to the prevention of substance abuse among youth. 

 
Funding Sources 
1. NHTSA Section 402AL Funding: A total of $453,625.35 was expended to fund alcohol and 

drug programs across the state. 
2. NHTSA Section 402PT Funding: A total of $2,960,825.45 was expended to fund H.E.A.T. 

programs, Traffic Enforcement Networks (TENs), and Small Agency Incentive Grants. 
3. NHTSA Section 402SC Funding: A total of $28,290.80 was expended to train officers in the 

use of RADAR and LIDAR for speed enforcement at the Georgia Public Safety Training 
Center. 

4. NHTSA Section 406PT Funding: A total of $378,927.75 was expended to fund the Thunder 
Task Force and the Camden County Sheriff’s Office rural roads grant. 

5. NHTSA Section 410K8 Funding: A total of $2,859,630.33 was expended to fund law 
enforcement programs, including the Georgia State Patrol Operation Nighthawks and the 
Georgia Public Safety Training Center for impaired driving enforcement training. Education 
programs were funded, including Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) chapters in 
Georgia high schools, Young Adult (YA) programs in Georgia colleges and universities, and 
the Alcohol and Drug Awareness Program (ADAP). Awareness programs were funded, such 
as Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) of Georgia. Adjudication programs were 
funded, including the Prosecuting Attorney Council’s Traffic Safety Adjudication Program to 
aid in the prosecution of impaired drivers, and six (6) DUI Courts. 
 

Results 
As a result of the noteworthy programs mentioned above and efforts by GOHS and its additional 
grantees, the following results were achieved. 
1. The DUI Court program was continued in FFY 2013 with six (6) DUI Courts funded in six 

(6) counties, which enrolled repeat DUI offenders in special programs based on the U.S. 
Department of Justice Drug Court model.  During FFY 2013, the DUI Courts served 2,558 
participants.  A total of 178 new participants joined the program, 131 participants graduated, 
59 interlock devices were installed, 99 became eligible for re-licensure, and 140 completed 
DUI School. Also, 39 participants were terminated for non-compliance, giving the program a 
retention rate of 98.5%. 

2. Operation Zero Tolerance – In FFY 2013, concerted statewide efforts coordinated by 
GOHS enjoyed greater than 90% participation rates in all areas of the state. In a poll 
conducted by the Survey Research Center at the University of Georgia during between 
December11th, 2012 and January 8th, 2013, 63.9% of respondents had heard of Operation 
Zero Tolerance, and 84% of respondents indicated that it was at least somewhat likely that 
they would be stopped by police when drinking and driving.   

3. In FFY 2013 funding was awarded to 71 of Georgia high schools to discourage drinking 
while driving.  Out of the completed Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) 
grantees, 92.5% achieved at least 50% of the stated objectives. Overall, SADD grantees 
achieved 95.0% of the stated objectives.   

4. During the 100 Days of Summer Heat campaign from May to September 2012, law 
enforcement conducted 7,564 road checks, 748 media events, and 1,800 educational events.  
Activities included 802,727 traffic citations of which 63,852 safety belt violations, 17,598 
DUI arrests, 241,565 speeding citations and 37,173 child seat citations. 

5. Through the Georgia Public Safety Training Center, a total of 1,129 officers were trained 
on impaired driving countermeasures in FFY 2013. These officers represented 400 different 
state law enforcement agencies. 
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They were also responsibly for training an additional 1,218 law enforcement officers in 
impaired driving detection and 2,044 law enforcement officers in speed detection for a total 
of 3,262. 

6. In FFY 2013, the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety awarded 21Highway Enforcement 
of Aggressive Traffic (H.E.A.T.) in grant funds and 95.2% of H.E.A.T. grantees achieved at 
least 50% of the stated objectives and milestones.  In total, H.E.A.T. grantees achieved 82.8% 
of the stated objectives and 72.7% of the stated milestones. H.E.A.T. officers arrested 6,249 
DUI offenders, an average of 74 DUIs per officer over the grant year, and 37,148 speeding 
citations were distributed by H.E.A.T. officers, an average of 442 per officer. In addition, 
H.E.A.T. officers made 447 drug arrests.   

7. In FFY 2013, the Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) Volunteer Initiative succeeded 
in recruiting 17 volunteers.  Volunteers conducted 15 Responsible Drinking programs at 
Atlanta schools, including Safe Prom and Alcohol Awareness Month. 

8. The Prosecuting Attorney’s Council of Georgia trained 970 law enforcement officers and 
prosecutors through one-day joint law enforcement/prosecutor trainings, a three day course 
entitled Lethal Weapon, Vehicular Homicide, and a traffic safety tract at the 2013 
Prosecuting Attorney’s Summer Conference. 

9. State Judicial Outreach Liaison Judge Kent Lawrence continues to be a national expert on 
the adjudication of DUI cases. Judge Lawrence has assisted numerous judges, prosecutors, 
and law enforcement officers with judicial issues. Additionally, Judge Lawrence trained over 
500 highway safety stakeholders on the proper adjudication of DUI cases. 

10. Beyond the Bell and its associated partners organized 23 community events promoting 
prevention of substance abuse among youth which reached a total of 4,104 citizens. In 
addition, Beyond the Bell conducted 12 media events and disseminated 1,019 pieces of 
literature not only combatting alcohol abuse but also supporting GOHS seatbelt and impaired 
driving initiatives.  

 
2014 Strategies 

   Georgia looks to employ the following strategies in FFY 2014: 
1. DUI Countermeasures – To provide DUI countermeasure funding incentives to counties that 

make up 55% of impaired driving fatalities. 
2. Impaired Driving Mobilizations – To implement three (3) impaired driving enforcement 

mobilizations in which 75% of law enforcement agencies participate. 
3. Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic (H.E.A.T.) Programs – To maintain H.E.A.T. 

programs in areas in Georgia that demonstrate high risk for aggressive and impaired driving. 
4. Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) Programs – To provide funding to 15% of 

Georgia public high schools. 
5. Young Adult Programs – To continue to provide funding to accredited colleges and 

universities within Georgia based on data where crashes, injuries and fatalities rates are the 
highest. 

6. Prosecutor Training – To provide statewide training opportunities for prosecutors to increase 
effective prosecution of highway safety offenses. 

7. DUI Adjudication – To provide funding of DUI courts in six (6) jurisdictions in Georgia 
(Cherokee, Gwinnett, Liberty, Richmond, Rockdale, and Troup). 
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Occupant Protection  Program Overview for Georgia Occupant Protection Programs  
 
 Approximately 44% of Georgia’s fatally injured motor vehicle occupants were unrestrained 

during the crash. A significant number of the victims could have survived the crash experience 
had they used safety belts. GOHS supported efforts to reduce deaths involving unrestrained 
occupants. The following specific and measurable objectives were sought in FFY 2013. GOHS 
utilized NHTSA Sections 402 and 405 funding to accomplish these objectives. 

 
 Objectives 

1. To maintain the statewide safety belt usage rate of 93% in FFY 2013. 
2. To maintain the increase in the use of child safety restraint systems for children age seven 

and under of 98.2% in the calendar year 2013. 
3. To increase the use of child safety restraint systems for children age six to eight by 10% in 

the FFY 2013. 
4. To increase safety belt use rate by 2% for rural drivers and passengers in the FFY 2013. 
5. To continue outreach to non-white populations (including Latino) in all aspects of occupant 

protection. 
 

Noteworthy Programs 
GOHS made a statewide effort to increase safety belt use in Georgia, requiring the majority of its 
grantees to include some objectives related to occupant protection. All grantees were expected to 
participate in the “Click-It or Ticket” Campaigns. The following are some of the most noteworthy 
programs: 
1. Click-It or Ticket – The “Click It or Ticket” campaign is a highly visible program designed 

to increase safety belt usage by Georgia motorists. Every year during the Memorial Day and 
Thanksgiving holiday periods, law enforcement agencies in Georgia join forces for an 
enforcement blitz that delivers that message. The mobilization is supported by paid 
advertising campaigns on the national and local levels, as well as earned media campaigns 
aimed at raising awareness of the importance of seat belt use and law enforcement's 
commitment to enforcing Georgia's seat belt laws.  

2.  Car Safety Seat Fitting Station Program – A program through the Atlanta Fire 
Department designed to provide technician training, recertification, and free car safety seat 
inspection and installation services to the general public in the Atlanta metro area 

3. Department of Public Health Occupant Safety Program – Child occupant safety programs 
are facilitated by the Injury Prevention Section (IPS) of the Georgia Department of Public 
Health in more than 80 Georgia counties. These interventions work with the county and 
community level stakeholders. The stakeholders include county health departments, 
Emergency Medical Services, fire departments, law enforcement, hospitals, and SAFE KIDS 
organizations.  This program provides education and technical assistance as well as mini 
grants to hospitals with regards to the consistency of policies and procedures when 
discharging a newborn in an appropriate child restraint. This effort is the only statewide 
program that addresses safely transporting children with special medical needs and 
collaborates with local school systems, Head Start educators, and child care providers for 
school buses and Multi-Function School Activity Bus transport safety. 

4. Local organizations across the state provide support to CarFit: CarFit is an educational 
program that offers older adults the opportunity to check how well their personal vehicles 
"fit" them. The CarFit program also provides information and materials on community-
specific resources that could enhance their safety as drivers, and/or increase their mobility in 
the community. Georgia Mountains Regional Commission Georgia Mountains Regional 
Commission through its CarFit program provides occupant protection services to senior 
citizens. CarFit is a program developed by the American Association of Retired Persons, 
American Automobile Association, and the American Occupational Therapy Association 
designed to assist older drivers in making sure their vehicles assist them. Georgia Mountains 
Regional Commission also provides child safety seat inspections through its certified Child 
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Passenger Safety Technician.  
 
 

5. DeKalb County Public Health Safe Communities- GOHS funded one Safe Communities 
project. DeKalb County is one of the largest and most densely populated counties in Georgia. 
The DeKalb County Board of Health oversees activities of the State Communities Project 
through its Injury Prevention section. Safe Communities collaborates with local 
municipalities, schools, statewide agencies and other community stakeholders to promote all 
areas of highway safety. They work with these organizations to provide child passenger 
safety classes to parents, grandparents and caregivers as well as conduct all areas of occupant 
safety awareness programs to low-income families, both English and Spanish-speaking. Safe 
Communities promotes multiple vehicle safety campaigns, including the Drive Safely to 
Work Campaign, Walk to School Campaign, Walk/Bike Safety for Adult Immigrants 
Campaign and Hispanic Pedestrian Safety Education Campaign.  

6. In partnership with GOHS and the Georgia Traffic Injury Prevention Institute (GTIPI), 
the Atlanta Fire Rescue Department safety seat checkpoints and occupant protection events 
across the Metro-Atlanta area during the grant period focused on providing expertise in child 
safety restraints to parents and stakeholders. During the grant period, GOHS partnered with 
multiple local organizations to increase child safety restraint usage and empower parents with 
knowledge about the proper use of safety equipment. Partners included the DeKalb County 
Board of Health and the Georgia Department of Public Health. 

7. Child Passenger Safety Week: In partnership with multiple local law enforcement agencies 
across the state, GOHS supported participation in National Child Passenger Safety Week 
September 15–21, 2013 including National Seat Check Saturday. Multiple local agencies 
rallied to provide child seat inspections and educate citizens about proper safety restraints.  

8. Georgia Traffic Injury Prevention Institute (GTIPI) – A statewide educational outreach 
system of the University of Georgia to continue building infrastructure for enhanced traffic 
safety. Educational emphases include child passenger safety, seat belt use, teen driving, and 
elderly driving. GTIPI utilizes Spanish-speaking trainers to reach out to the Latino 
community across Georgia for child safety seat and safety belt education. During FFY2013, 
GTIPI provided specialized occupant protection training including 155 rollover 
demonstrations to 6,411 people, offered 67 occupant safety awareness events reaching 1,930 
people and trained 227 new child passenger safety technicians.  

 
Funding Sources 
1. NHTSA Section 402OP Funding: A total of $863,089.76 was expended to fund the Georgia 

Traffic Injury Prevention Institute (GTIPI) and other occupant protection programs. 
2. NHTSA Section 402SA Funding: A total of $84, 837.16 was expended to fund one (1) Safe 

Communities programs in DeKalb County. 
3. NHTSA Section 405K2 Funding: A total of $438,362.32 was expended to fund the 

Department of Public Health Child Occupant Safety Program, the Atlanta Fire Rescue Fitting 
Station, and the Georgia Traffic Injury Prevention Institute (GTIPI). 

 
Results 
Utilizing the noteworthy practices mentioned above as well as a rigorous effort by GOHS, its 
grantees and additional stakeholders, the following results were achieved: 
1. The Georgia Mountains Regional Commission CarFit program conducted 30 CarFit events 

for senior adults and trained 60 Georgia State Troopers as CarFit Technicians. 
2. Atlanta Fire Rescue Department (AFRD) distributed 2,653 safety seats and conducted 28 

safety seat checkpoints during FFY 2013. In addition, the AFRD conducted five occupant 
protection events open to the public across the Metro-Atlanta area during which, they 
properly installed over 210 child safety seats and checked at least 255 existing child seats.  
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3. GOHS partnership with local child safety partners resulted in personal contact and training of 
7,692 people, distributed 3,795 child seats and reached over 855, 000 citizens via paid media 
segments promoting proper use of child seats and safety equipment.  

4. Indicators of satisfactory seat belt usage: An independent study conducted by the Survey 
Research Center at the University of Georgia contacted a random sample of 400 citizens 
which reported regular seat belt usage of 93.8%. This survey also revealed that 87% of 
Georgia citizens are aware of the state’s Click-it-or-Ticket campaign and that 86% support 
these efforts.  

 
 

2014 Strategies 
Georgia looks to employ the following strategies in FFY 2014: 
1. Highway Safety Conferences – To sponsor a minimum of four (4) attendees to Highway 

Safety conferences such as LifeSavers. 
2. Enforcement Campaigns – To conduct four (4) statewide campaigns to promote occupant 

safety (Hands Across the Border, Buckle Up American Month, Child Passenger Safety 
Month and Click It or Ticket). 

3. Child Passenger Safety Technician (CPST) Annual Meeting – To facilitate an annual meeting 
for Georgia’s certified CPST instructors to provide program updates and improve CPS class 
instruction. 

4. Young Adults – To address occupant safety use among young adults through funds to Safe 
Community grants, and numerous Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) grants to 
conduct activities such as safety belt surveys and school assemblies encouraging safety belt 
usage. 

5. Georgia Traffic Injury Prevention Institute – To provide funds to the University of Georgia to 
implement public information and education strategies to increase public awareness of the 
proper use of safety belts and child restraints. GOHS will also provide continued resources 
for GTIPI Child Passenger Safety Technician (CPST) training CarFit initiative. 

6. Older Driver Task Force – To provide funds to the Department of Public Health to continue 
researching and implementing a program for occupant protection among elderly drivers. 

7. Special Needs Children – To provide funds to the Department of Public Health’s Child 
Occupant Safety Project to teach two “Transporting Georgia’s Special Children Safely” 
special needs Child Passenger Safety training courses. 

8. Child Safety Seat Fitting Station – To continue funding the Atlanta Fire Department child 
safety seat inspection stations. 
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Pedestrian and     Program Overview for Georgia Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Programs   
Bicycle Safety 
 
 Pedestrians and bicyclists are among the most vulnerable of all citizens who use Georgia roads. 

Most roads have been designed to accommodate the efficient movement of motor vehicles, with 
few exceptions. The State has laws to protect pedestrians and bicyclists; however, only a small 
segment of society has working knowledge of these laws. Too often these laws seem secondary in 
importance to laws affecting the operation of motor vehicles. To combat this, GOHS utilized 
NHTSA Section 402 and state funding to accomplish these objectives. 

  
 Objective 

1. To provide funds to agencies for the purpose of increasing pedestrian education, enforcement, 
and engineering considerations. 

2. To provide funds to agencies for the purpose of increasing bicycle education, enforcement, 
and engineering considerations to encourage the ability for vehicles and cyclists to safely 
“share the road”. 
 

Noteworthy Programs 
In FFY 2013, GOHS provided funding to a number of programs that included the promotion of 
pedestrian and/or bicycle safety as part of their efforts: 
1. The Atlanta Bicycle Coalition has continued their efforts of bicycle safety education 

throughout metro Atlanta.  Additionally, Executive Director Rebecca Serna has proven 
herself as a leader in the bicycling community and was recognized nationally by the Alliance 
for Biking and Walking as the 2013 Advocate of the Year and as a Highway Safety 
Champion by the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety. 

2. Georgia Bikes! – A multi-faceted, statewide, bicycle safety project using remedies found in 
the Georgia Bicycle and Pedestrian Action Plan and the “Share the Road” Specialty tag 
program. Georgia Bikes hosted the 2012 “Georgia-Line Bike Summit” in Augusta, Georgia 
on October 20, 2012 and the Georgia Bikes Ride to the Capitol on March 26, 2013. Each 
event had in excess of 200 attendees. 

3. Georgia Pedestrians Educating Drivers on Safety (PEDS) program consisted of 
professional traffic safety entities which worked together with GOHS to continue to improve 
the state’s pedestrian thoroughfares.  

4. Bikes Athens provided bicycle safety education to elementary schools, collegiate Greek-life 
organizations, and traffic court offenders and worked with community leaders to target 
bicycle danger zones on city streets and around the University of Georgia.  

5. The Alpharetta Police Department provided bicycle safety education and enforcement of 
bicycle laws and city ordinances including a 10 mph bicycle speed limit. The bicycle unit 
focused on a high crash corridor near a park and Greenway.  

6. The Fulton County Sheriff’s Office provided bicycle safety education to elementary school 
students including safe cycling practices in school zones. Deputies also provided bicycle 
helmets and other safe cycling apparel to underserved populations within the schools.  

 
 

Funding Sources 
1. Share the Road Specialty Tag Program: A total of $134,523.93 was expended to fund 

“Georgia Bikes!”, $59,004.72 for Bike Athens, $23,029.25 for Alpharetta Police Department, 
and $12,211.75 for the Fulton County Sheriff’s Department.  

2. During FFY 2013, $73,052.90 was expended from 402 PS to support the Atlanta Bicycle 
Coalition, a local advocacy group whose stated goal is to “create a healthier, more sustainable 
Atlanta by making it safer, easier, and more attractive to bicycle for fun, fitness, and 
transportation.”  
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3. Georgia Pedestrians Educating Drivers on Safety through GOHS spent $67,392.06 to 
continue improving the state’s pedestrian thoroughfares.  

 
Results 
Utilizing the noteworthy practices mentioned above as well as a rigorous effort by GOHS, its 
grantees and additional stakeholders, the following results were achieved: 
1. During FFY 2013, the Pedestrians Educating Drivers on Safety (PEDS) program enabled 

transportation professionals to design streets, sidewalks and intersections that meet the needs 
of pedestrians, including those with disabilities through advocacy and education. PEDS 
increased drivers’ perception that neighborhood and school zone speeding is unacceptable by 
conducting demonstrations of driver feedback signs (radar signs) and published speed 
deterring strategies on their website.  PEDS focused on pedestrian hazards through short 
videos showing hazards, such as parking or driving on sidewalks, and distributed them 
through their website along with valuable information for seniors and the Hispanic 
community.  PED radio PSAs were also broadcast on English and Spanish-speaking radio 
stations.  PEDS also focused on hazardous utility wires and missing water meter covers and 
tracked these pedestrian hazards through a reporting tool on the PEDS website and Facebook 
page, following up with onsite visits with Atlanta officials and contractors. 

2. During FFY 2013, the Atlanta Bicycle Coalition (ABC) reached an estimated 661,000 
individuals, most of whom were drivers, with the “Share the Road” message. The ABC 
educated over 110 adult cyclists in 17 trainings through Confident City Cycling and True 
Beginners classes, as well as 35 kids through 3 Youth Cycling classes. ABC distributed over 
9,000 pieces of bicycle safety materials, including hundreds of free lights during the annual 
bicycle lights and visibility campaign. 

3. During FFY 2013, Georgia Bikes! distributed 10 “seed grants” of $1,500 each to new bicycle 
advocacy organizations throughout the state. “Georgia Bikes” created 18 motorist-targeted 
PSAs on the following topics: watch for cyclists at intersections and yield right of way to 
cyclists when turning; leave 3 feet of space between car and cyclist when passing; and 
increase awareness of cyclists on the road. An additional 16 cyclist-targeted PSAs were 
created with the following topics: be properly equipped and obey “rules of the road.” 
“Georgia Bikes” commissioned the first statewide bicycle safety survey to gather baseline 
data on Georgia citizens’ awareness of safety cycling practices and safety driving practices 
with bicycles. 

 
2014 Strategies 
Georgia will look to employ the following strategies in FFY 2014: 
1. Cyclist Awareness – To increase awareness of motorists and cyclists safe and legal use 

through enforcement and education. 
2. Pedestrian Safety – To provide funding for pedestrian safety through enforcement, training 

and educational materials. 
3. Atlanta Bicycle Coalition – To continue funding ABC to improve bicycle safety through 

outreach/education to drivers and cyclists on sharing roadways safely and legally; media 
safety campaigns; and law enforcement partnerships to reduce dangerous behavior. 

4. Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) – To collaborate with the GDOT 
statewide pedestrian/bicycle coordinator to address pedestrian safety issues throughout 
Georgia. 
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Traffic Records  Program Overview for Georgia Traffic Records   
 

In FFY 2013, GOHS continued to implement a strategic plan to create a fully electronic traffic 
records system including the collection, transfer, repository, analysis, and interface that will make 
traffic records available to all highway safety stakeholders in a manner that supports their 
program goals and objectives. GOHS utilized NHTSA section 406 and 408 funding to support 
traffic records. 

 
 Objective 

1. To continue implementation of the long-range Strategic Plan for traffic records improvement 
in Georgia. 

2. To co-sponsor the Georgia Traffic Records Coordinating Committee for continued 
synchronization and cooperation among various governmental and law enforcement entities. 

3. To support the Georgia Traffic Records Coordinator to provide leadership in the 
implementation of the long-term strategic plan. 

4. To promote and support research initiatives related to highway safety in Georgia. 
 

Noteworthy Programs 
In FFY 2013, GOHS provided funding for programs to improve traffic records: 
1. “The Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC)” – Responsible for coordinating and 

facilitating the state’s traffic records activities, funded through the Administrative Office of 
the Courts. The State Traffic Records Coordinator operates from a strategic plan that guides 
the Committee’s mission. The plan includes a long-range plan, support of the Traffic Records 
Coordinator, improvements in the process of crash location, and better communication to 
reporting agencies. 

2. “Crash Report Redesign” – GDOT determines needed changes in field and attributed values 
to crash reports and crash data, considering both Georgia’s needs and Model Minimum 
Uniform Crash Criteria Guideline (MMUCC) compliance. 

3. “Public Access to OASIS Web Query System” – The Department of Public Health provides 
continuous, direct access to Hospital Emergency Room visit data, Motor Vehicle crash data, 
death certificate data and analysis through an online query system (OASIS), increasing the 
accessibility of data for traffic safety stakeholders and the public. 

4. “Law Enforcement Agency Technology Grants” – The Georgia Association of Chiefs of 
Police provides selected small law enforcement agencies with the computer hardware needed 
to submit crash reports electronically. Agencies must commit to use the equipment for 
electronic crash reporting for at least three years, and must inform local media of the program 
implementation. 

5. “Emergency Medical Services Information System” - The Georgia Office of Emergency 
Medical Services operates and maintains the Georgia Emergency Medical Services 
Information System (GEMSIS) as the state’s repository for Patient Care Report (PCR) 
completed for each ambulance run. GEMSIS is the state level counterpart to the National 
Emergency Medical Services Information System (NEMSIS), is compliant with its data 
standards, and transmits all state level data into the NEMSIS system.    

 
 
Funding Sources 
1. NHTSA Section 408K9 Funding: A total of $854,352.78 was expended to fund the Traffic 

Records Coordinating Committee, GDOT’s “Crash Report Redesign”, and the Department of 
Community Health’s “Crash Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES)”. 

2. NHTSA Section 406CP Funding: A total of $28,637.00 was expended to fund the 
implementation of the CAD model for the Department of Public Safety. 
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Results 
Utilizing the noteworthy practices mentioned above as well as a rigorous effort by GOHS, its 
grantees and additional stakeholders, the following results were achieved: 
1. Online Reporting – As of December 2013, the percentage of Georgia crash reports being 

submitted electronically is over 85%, the first time that GDOT’s vendor Appriss has 
documented that over half of all reports enter the crash database. Electronic submissions are 
being made by 241 law enforcement agencies.   

2. During FFY 2013, GDOT drafted and issued the Crash Report Redesign report and began 
implementing changes to crash reports to better fit Georgia’s needs. 

3. During FFY 2013, the Department of Public Health enhanced the public access crash 
reporting interface with updated and additional data, and promoted the interface at various 
forums and conferences. 

4. During FFY 2013, the Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police awarded technology to 32 
small and medium sized law enforcement agencies across the state. More than 130 law 
enforcement agencies have been provided with computer technology through this program. 

5. During FFY 2013, the Office of Emergency Medical Services was able to document two 
measurable improvements in the GEMSIS system.  The completeness of the system was 
improved by the number of EMS providers submitting data, and the timeliness was improved 
by reducing the average number of days between the date of an ambulance run and the entry 
of the PCR into the GEMSIS system.  

 
 
 
2014 Strategies 
Georgia will look to employ the following strategies in FFY 2014: 
1. Georgia Crash Data – To provide funding to support major initiatives needed to implement 

and maintain an accurate and reliable system of collecting, processing, analyzing, and 
reporting data in Georgia. 

2. Uniform Traffic Citation Electronic Communication Program – To promote the continued 
installation and operation for courts throughout Georgia. 

3. Electronic Crash Reporting – To expand implementation of electronic crash reporting 
capacity now available through Appriss via contract with GDOT. 

4. Records Management System (RMS) – To promote utilization of the RMS provided by 
Appriss for interested LEAs that do not have an electronic RMS, and support vendors of 
electronic RMS systems in developing electronic interfaces to the crash repository for their 
clients. 

5. Emergency Medical Services – To achieve further increases in the completeness and 
timeliness of the GEMSIS system.  
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Paid Media  Program Overview for Georgia Paid Media Report  
 

Paid media programs represent a major component of GOHS’ efforts to reduce the incidence and 
prevalence of motor vehicle crashes, injuries and fatalities on Georgia’s roadways. GOHS 
employs a variety of innovative paid media programs with memorable names designed to remind 
motorists of their need to obey traffic safety laws and of the sanctions for disobedience of those 
laws in Georgia. Because crashes, injuries and fatalities are higher during vacation periods when 
large numbers of motorists fill Georgia’s roadways, many GOHS campaigns target those holiday 
periods. By coordinating media and enforcement campaigns, Georgia frequently enjoys 
reductions in traffic crash morbidity and mortality during those periods. GOHS utilized NHTSA 
section 402 and 410 funding to support Paid Media. 

 
 Objective 

To implement a Paid Media Plan for GOHS’ impaired driving and occupant protection campaigns 
for FFY2013. Those campaigns include year-round messaging for Georgia driver safety. 
 
 
Noteworthy Programs 
1. Click It or Ticket (CIOT) - A two-week national and statewide safety belt enforcement 

campaign. In Georgia, we have two major mobilizations in May and November. GOHS 
utilizes paid and earned media to reach both major markets and smaller communities in 
Georgia. The primary target during this campaign is males ages 18-34, with secondary focus 
spread across other demographics.  

2. Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over and Operation Zero Tolerance (OZT) - OZT is a two 
week statewide impaired driving enforcement campaign that is coupled with the national 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign. OZT uses the “Over the Limit, Under Arrest” 
messaging in both earned and paid media during campaigns at Memorial Day, Independence 
Day, Labor Day and the Christmas/New Year’s holiday season. The primary target during 
this campaign is males ages 18-34, with secondary focus spread across other demographics.  

3. 100 Days of Summer H.E.A.T. - The campaign is launched in late May and runs throughout 
the summer to focus on Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic (H.E.A.T). While news 
conferences for this campaign are not usually dedicated solely to this campaign, its 
messaging of increased targeted enforcement is integrated into the CIOT mobilization, which 
often launches simultaneously around the Memorial Day holiday. H.E.A.T. earned media 
focuses mainly on warning drivers about the dangers of impaired driving, aggressive 
speeding, and overall irresponsible motoring behavior.  

4. Survey Research Center Surveys (SRC): The SRC at the University of Georgia conducted 
pre and post surveys of Gerogia citizens attitudes and perceptions of traffic safety issues and 
events for three major GOHS initiatives; 100 Days of Summer HEAT, Click-it-or-Ticket, and 
Operation Zero Tolerance. A total of 5,045 citizens were contacted and 1,153 completed 
surveys, greatly enhancing GOHS ability to quantify the impact of its initiatives.  
 

 
                                        Funding 

1. NHTSA Section 402PM Funding: A total of $1,275,137.92 was expended to fund Safety 
Belts Paid Media. 

2. NHTSA Section 410K8PM Funding: A total of $600,000.00 was expended to fund Impaired 
Driving Paid Media. 

 
Results 
1. Television advertisements during the two campaigns reached 56.9% of the statewide target 

population 4 times each, for a total of over 3.1 million impressions.  Radio advertisements 
reached 73.8% of the statewide target population 5.7 times each, for a total of over 3.5 
million impressions. 
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2. In November, 2012, GOHS conducted 5 Operation Safe Holidays media events in the 
Columbus, Albany, Macon, Savannah and Augusta media markets. The focus of these 
advertisements was occupant protection with a secondary focus of alcohol abuse messaging.  

3. In December 2012, GOHS conducted 3 Operation Zero Tolerance impaired driving media 
events in Columbus, Albany and Macon. The focus of these messages was to educate the 
public about the dangers of impaired driving as well as increase 

4. In February, GOHS conducted an Operation Thunder media event in Augusta, GA in order to 
educate the public about increased enforcement and to focus attention on to excessive speed.  

5. In March 2013, GOHS conducted 5 St. Patrick’s Day impaired driving media events in 
Atlanta, Columbus, Albany, Macon and Savannah. Additional partnerships included TEAM 
Georgia and Meehan’s restaurant in Atlanta; and the Savannah Trade and Convention Center 
in Savannah. 

6. In May 2013, GOHS combined the traditional May Click It or Ticket (CIOT) message with 
an additional Boating Under the Influence (BUI) message to highlight the new BUI limit 
going into effect that summer. GOHS partnered with the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources to conduct 7 media events in major lake communities that were also in one of 
Georgia media markets. The media events were in Columbus, Fort Gaines (parts of 
Columbus, Albany and Dothan, AL markets), Cordele (Albany market), Milledgeville 
(Macon market), Savannah, Augusta, and Gainesville (Atlanta market and local media).  

7. In May 2013, GOHS conducted a bicycle safety media event to mark National Bicycle Safety 
month. Additional partnerships included Atlanta Bicycle Coalition, City of Atlanta and 
Georgia Tech’s School of Civil and Environmental Engineering. 

8. In July 2013, GOHS again partnered with the state’s Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR)for a statewide impaired driving campaign, with an additional message regarding 
Boating Under the Influence. Five media events were conducted in Columbus, Albany, 
Macon, Savannah and Augusta. Additional partnerships included the local airports in each 
community. GOHS was able to land DNR’s helicopter at each airport and conduct the media 
events at each facility. 

9. In August, 2013, GOHS conducted 9 Hands Across the Border media events in Augusta, 
Bainbridge, Columbus, Kingsland, Lake Park, Rabun, Rossville, Savannah and West Point. 
In the smaller communities where major broadcast media outlets were not available, coverage 
was received via local newspapers and radio stations. Alcohol abuse was the focus of this 
initiative; occupant protection and excessive speed were the secondary messages.  

10. Also in August, GOHS conducted a heatstroke media event in Savannah in conjunction with 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and SafeKids. An additional partnership 
was formed with the Lady Bamford childcare facility to host the event. Occupant protection 
was the focus of this message.  

11. In September, 2013, GOHS partnered with several other agencies and organizations to 
conduct a series of media events in both Macon and Byron, GA, which are both served by the 
Macon media market. Partnerships included local schools and hospitals as well as the 
Department of Public Health, Department of Human Services and the Georgia Traffic Injury 
Prevention Institute. Child passenger safety was the focus of these messages. 

12. To accomplish its broad Public Information and Education goals, GOHS allocates funding for 
television, radio, and out-of-home advertising, which can include billboards, online 
advertising and pumptop advertising. In FFY 2013, GOHS expended $1.875 million to 
purchase paid media. GOHS expended $1,032,913.00 on television advertising, with 
$808,280.00 on local broadcast television and $224,632.00 on cable television. GOHS spent 
$587,380.00 on radio advertising, and a total of $254,844.92 on out-of-home advertising. 
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Strategies for FFY 2014 
Georgia will look to employ the following strategies in FFY 2014: 
1. Distracted Driving Signs: GOHS is currently preparing logistics for posting road signs 

publically posting information on Georgia’s texting while driving ban. Signs are to be placed 
on public roadways between FFY 2014-FFY 2015.  

2. Click-it-or-Ticket (CIOT) – To use Paid Media to support ongoing CIOT enforcement efforts 
to help decrease unbelted injury and fatality statistics on Georgia’s highways while increasing 
overall public awareness for occupant safety and increasing the use of safety belts and child 
safety restraint systems statewide. 

3. Operation Zero Tolerance (OZT)– To use Paid Media to support ongoing OZT enforcement 
efforts to increase public awareness for sober driving and to encourage the use of designated 
drivers to improve Georgia’s alcohol-related crash, fatality and injury rate. 

4. Share the Road/Motorcycle Safety – To use Paid Media to support the new GOHS Share The 
Road/Motorcycle Safety Awareness campaign by targeting motorists and motorcyclists in 
Georgia’s secondary audience with a motorcycle safety and awareness message. 

5. Safe and Sober Cycling – To target motorcyclists with safe and sober cycling messages in 
jurisdictions where incidences of impaired motorcycle crashes are the highest. 

6. NHTSA – To base Georgia’s year-round Occupant Protection and Impaired Driving Paid 
Media Plan on the NHTSA National Communications Plan and to coordinate the timetable of 
the GOHS Media Buy Plan to correspond with planned enforcement activities at the state, 
regional and national level. 

7. GOHS will conduct a minimum of six Paid Media initiatives during FFY 2014, to include: 
a. The Operation Zero Tolerance (OZT) Labor Day 2014 Campaign (which includes 

overlapping Hands Across The Border and the 100 Days of Summer HEAT campaigns) 
b. The Click-it-or-Ticket (CIOT)  Thanksgiving 2013 Campaign 
c. The Operation Zero Tolerance (OZT) Christmas-New Year 2013/2014 Campaign 

OTLUA 
d. The 2013 Share The Road/Motorcycle Awareness campaign 
e. The Click-it-or-Ticket (CIOT)  Memorial Day 2014 Campaign 
f. The Operation Zero Tolerance (OZT) Independence Day 2014 Campaign OTLUA. 

 
  



33 
 

 
Noteworthy Practices  
 

Project Title: Georgia Governor’s Commission on Teen Driving 
 
Target: The Governor’s Commission on Teen Driving will develop a statewide strategy, using 
non-traditional methods, to educate teen drivers on the risks and consequences of texting & 
driving, distracted driving, and alcohol impaired driving, with the ultimate goal of reducing teen 
crashes, injuries and fatalities on Georgia highways.  
 
Program Area: Impaired and Distracted Driving 

 
 Problem Statement 
 Car crashes are the number one killer of teens in Georgia and nationwide.  

In an effort to reduce crashes among the state’s youngest drivers, Georgia Governor Nathan Deal 
announced on September 10, 2012 the formation of a Commission on Teen Driving. Composed 
solely of teens between 15 and 18 years of age, the 22-member Commission is tasked with 
identifying strategies to educate their peers about the dangers of impaired driving, texting and 
driving, and driving distracted. The Commission is overseen by the Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety and facilitated by Pam Fischer, a nationally recognized teen safe driving 
advocate. 

 
 
Objectives  
1. To develop a Final Report of strategies and to be presented to Governor   Nathan Deal and 

the Transportation Committee. 
2. To serve as a representative of the Commission at conferences and task force meetings as 

assigned by GOHS. 
3. To speak publically about safe teen driving behaviors. 
4. To provide the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety with insight and perspective as it relates 

to safe teen driving. 
5. To attend meetings via conference calls or webinars.  
6. Travel to attend onsite meetings and trainings.  
7. Utilize non-traditional methods to identify and establish countermeasures to address 

distracted driving, alcohol impaired driving, and texting and driving.  
8. To speak with members of press addressing safe teen driving behaviors (when assigned by 

GOHS).  
9. To provide prompt assistance via phone or email to the commission. 

 
 
 

Strategies/Results 
All the above sample objectives were met; the following results are some examples of 
recommendations from each subcommittee: 
 
1. Distracted Driving Subcommittee: 

a) List Restrictions on Physical Class D License – make teens more aware of pre-existing 
laws related to driving. Marking the restrictions would alert both teen drivers and police 
officer to the limits placed on their driving initiatives. A similar initiative has been 
implemented for drivers under 21 for alcohol consumption (horizontal vs. vertical 
license).  

 
b) Increase Police Enforcement – make teenagers more accountable for their actions. 

Officers are hesitant with fines and license removal because it punishes the parents 
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instead — they pay the fines and have to transport the teen. Use community service 
punishment to replace fines. This would create a constructive alternative for officers to 
punish the teen without punishing the parent.  

 
c) Parental Notification System – make parents more informed of teen driving activities. 

When a teen applies for a Class C Instructional Permit, the parent or guardian puts down 
contact information (name, number, email, and mailing address) so that if the teen were 
pulled over, a parent or guardian would be notified. From this, a decal would be placed 
on the front windshield so the officer would be able to identify the driver and alert the 
parents. This system has had success in states such as New York and Michigan, where it 
has been implemented.  

 
2. Texting While Driving Subcommittee: 

a) School Pledge – increase awareness of existing laws on texting and driving among 
teenagers in Georgia. Encourage chool systems to implement a pledge system that 
promotes awareness of teen driving laws and possible repercussions of texting while 
driving. Encourage school systems to implement this pledge system in accordance with 
their high school parking system for students to receive parking permits – they must sign 
the pledge.  

 
b) Texting Road Signs – we seek to remind teenagers while operating motor vehicles not to 

engage in texting while driving. Just as the successful “Click-it or Ticket” and “Buckle-
up It’s The Law” campaigns did, we would like to establish signs on roadways that 
remind teens not to engage in texting while driving. We think that constant reminders 
would be an effective measure towards eliminating the practice throughout Georgia.  

 
c) Strengthen Texting Penalties – we seek to punish teenagers who violate the law and risk 

others’ lives. Although there are texting while driving laws in place, we seek to reform 
and strengthen them. There is currently no graduated punishment program (like the DUI 
system has established), so repeat offenders do not feel the influence of heightened 
penalties. We believe that repeat-offenders should be subjected to more strict penalties, 
and that all drivers should be required to use hands free devices to talk on the phone 
while driving. 
 

3. Impaired Driving Subcommittee:  
a) Enhance Consequences of DUI – reduce DUI by suggesting new, stronger enforcement 

for violators. 
 

b) Traveling Expo – promote education among teen drivers through use of a statewide 
traveling impaired driving display. 

c) Empower Local Authorities - local authorities should be further empowered to enforce 
teen driving laws with little tolerance for violators. All legislation changes should be 
immediately provided to local authorities, and enforcement should begin as soon as 
legislation is enacted. Provide more coherent resources for local authorities. 

 
The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety staff is continuously identifying opportunities to move 
forward in promoting and implementing the recommendations set forth by the Governor’s 
Commission on Teen Driving. While continuing to receive input and suggestions from the 
Commission, the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety will utilize partnerships with the 
Department of Drivers Services, the Department of Transportation, the Department of Education, 
law enforcement agencies statewide, the Georgia legislature, as well as statewide media outlets to 
promote the Commission’s recommendations and encourage implementation.  

 
*The detailed Governor’s Commission on Teen Driving Proposal is available upon request. 
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Contact Information: 
Name: Eshon Poythress 
Title:  Project Manager 
Agency: Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
Phone: (404) 656-6996 
E-mail address: epoythress@gohs.ga.gov 
 
Name: Kelly Cutts 
Title: Project Manager 
Agency:  Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
Phone: (404) 656-6996 
E-mail address: kcutts@gohs.ga.gov 
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Noteworthy Practices (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Problem Statement: 

Children living in Bibb and Peach counties are at an increased risk to injury or death if involved in a 
crash, due to low child safety restraint usage. In the last 10 years, these counties have fluctuated in the 
number of vehicle injuries and fatalities; however the number is not decreasing. There is a lack of 
awareness and education in these counties, especially in the low-income areas. The Governor’s Office of 
Highway Safety, along with other statewide partners, indicated that the average child restraint use in these 
areas of concern is approximately 49.2 percent. The Child Passenger Safety Caravan is meant to combat 
this problem by increasing awareness and education with all areas of child passenger safety.  

 

Objectives: 

1. Increase child passenger safety awareness by hosting a child passenger safety caravan in Bibb and 
Peach counties. 

2. Increase child passenger safety awareness by presenting 17 presentations at different elementary 
schools and daycares in Bibb and Peach counties. 

3. Increase child passenger safety awareness by hosting a child safety seat event in Bibb County, 
allowing parents to learn how to properly install child safety seats. 

4. Decrease child vehicle injuries and fatalities by conducting a total of 3 road checks in Bibb and Peach 
counties. 

5. Increase child passenger safety awareness by reaching as many citizens as possible through local 
media broadcasters, billboards and newspapers.  

6. Expand our statewide partnerships by working with state agencies, law enforcement agencies and 
other organizations, both local and statewide.  

 

Strategies/Results: 

1. The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety partnered with other statewide agencies including the 
Georgia Department of Public Health, Safe Kids Toombs County, The Medical Center of Central 
Georgia, Kohl’s Kids Safety Zone, City of Macon, City of Byron, City of Ft. Valley, Bibb County 
Health Department, Bibb County Sheriff’s Office, Peach County Sheriff’s Office, Byron Police 
Department, Georgia State Patrol, Pioneer RESA, Peach County Fire/EMS, DeKalb County Board of 
Health, Georgia Traffic Injury Prevention Institute, Atlanta Fire and Rescue to host a child passenger 
safety caravan in Bibb and Peach counties. 

2. The Department of Public Health, Pioneer RESA and the DeKalb County Board of Health, GOHS 
along with other statewide partners, educated and trained 2,173 citizens of Bibb and Peach counties. 
This includes parents, students, educators and daycare providers.  

Project Title: Governor’s Office of Highway Safety, Child Passenger Safety Caravan 

Target: To increase the awareness of the importance, correct usage of child safety restraints 
and overall occupant protection. 

Program Area: Occupant Protection 
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3. A total of 122 brand new child safety seats were distributed during the caravan. The recipients of 
these seats included parents, caregivers and daycare centers.  

4. The Bibb County Sheriff’s Office, Peach County Sheriff’s Office, Byron Police Department, GOHS 
and Georgia State Patrol, along with other statewide partners successfully conducted 3 road checks 
during the caravan, one in Bibb County and 2 in Peach County.  

5. The Medical Center of Central Georgia and the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) 
coordinated with the local media to spread highway safety messages and caravan information. Media 
efforts reached over 600,000 citizens in Bibb and Peach counties.  

6. Pioneer RESA, DeKalb County Board of Health, Department of Public Health and Georgia Traffic 
Injury Prevention Institute, along with other statewide partners and the Governor’s Office of Highway 
Safety (GOHS), visited 17 different schools and daycare centers to educate students and educators on 
the importance of child safety restraint use.  

7. The Department of Public Health, as part of their Mini-Grant program funded by the Governor’s 
Office of Highway Safety (GOHS), held a child passenger safety education class for parents and 
caregivers at the Bibb County Health Department. The 10 class attendees learned how to properly 
install their child safety seats and received a free safety seat upon completion of the class. 

8. The Governor’s Office of Highway Safety (GOHS) held conferences with the Mayors of Macon, 
Byron and Ft. Valley, creating partnerships to continue education and enforcement moving forward. 

 

Cost:  Approximately $10,000 

Funding Source:  Section 402OP 

Contact Information: 

Name: Kelsey Goodman 
Title: Occupant Protection Planner 
Agency: Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
Phone: 404.656.6996 
E-mail: kgoodman@gohs.ga.gov 

 

Name: Powell Harrelson 
Title: Law Enforcement Director 
Agency: Governor’s Office of Highway Safety 
Phone: 404.656.6996 
E-mail: pharrelson@gohs.ga.gov 

  
  

mailto:kgoodman@gohs.ga.gov
mailto:pharrelson@gohs.ga.gov
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Noteworthy Practices (continued)  
 

Project Title: Highway Enforcement of Aggressive Traffic (H.E.A.T.) 
   
Target: To reduce aggressive traffic violations and DUI’s in 21 jurisdictions. 
 
Program Area: Impaired, Speed and Aggressive Driving countermeasures. 

 
 Problem Statement 
 Twenty-one (21) H.E.A.T. units provide law enforcement in counties with the highest rates of 

traffic related problems. Such problems include speeding and aggressive driving, driving under 
the influence of alcohol or drugs, and driving unrestrained. 
 
Sample Objectives (These objectives are not exhaustive but are representative of all H.E.A.T. 
grant objectives.)   
1. To maintain five officers dedicated to the H.E.A.T. grant 100% of their time. These officers 

will be certified with radar/lidar, intoxilyzer, SFST, drugs that impair driving and other DUI 
related classes. 

2. To participate in GOHS/NHTSA activities, campaigns, or other programs. 
3. To coordinate road checks or saturated patrols with other H.E.A.T. units or local agencies. 
4. To initiate a minimum of 30 DUI contacts each month. 
5. To initiate a minimum of 200 speed contacts each month. 
6. To initiate a minimum of 30 Occupant Safety Restraint non-compliance contacts per month. 
7. To conduct safety restraints surveys to gather data to gauge the effects that safety restraint 

enforcement activities have on citizens during the year. 
8. To support Child Passenger Safety programs in the community. 
9. To promote traffic safety awareness in the community. 

 
Strategies/Results 
All the above sample objectives were met; the following results are programmatic achievements: 
1. During FFY 2013, H.E.A.T. units across the state arrested 6,739 DUI offenders, handed out 

93,578 speed citations, and cited 9,725 vehicle occupants for safety belt violations. H.E.A.T. 
units participated in 606 road checkpoints in collaboration with other jurisdictions, and held 
1,055 educational events at local schools and other organizations. 

2. During FFY 2013, H.E.A.T. units reported a reduction in total deaths and injuries by 22.4% 
and 9.9%, respectively. In addition, impaired fatalities dropped 12.8%, and speed-related 
fatalities decreased 56.4%.  Pedestrian fatalities dropped 49.1%, and teen deaths fell 18.8%. 

3. During FFY 2013, the Metro Atlanta Multi-jurisdictional DUI Task Force targeted areas 
utilizing traffic analysis. A total of 67,280 speeding tickets, 5,348 DUI arrests, and 3,574 
safety belt citations were made in the core Atlanta counties (Fulton, DeKalb, Gwinnett, and 
Cobb).  

4. During FFY 2013, Metro Atlanta area H.E.A.T. units reported reductions fatalities and 
injuries by 20.2% and 5.6%, respectively. Impaired deaths decreased 38.9%, speed fatalities 
fell 61.5%, pedestrian fatalities dropped 51.2%, and teen deaths decreased 18.8%. 

5. During FFY 2013, H.E.A.T. jurisdictions outside the Metro Atlanta area reported a 44.4% 
drop in total fatalities, and a 49.4% drop in total injuries. Speed deaths in these jurisdictions 
were down 10.0% and pedestrian fatalities decreased 41.7%. 

 
Cost: $1,439,400.00 
Funding Source: NHTSA Sections 402PT (Police Traffic Services) and 410K8 (DUI Programs) 
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Contact Information: 
   

Name: Michael Honiker 
Title:  Adjutant 
Agency: Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office 
Phone: (678) 513-5919  
E-mail address: mdhoniker@forsythco.com 
 
Name: P. S. Sheirling 
Title: Special Operations Unit Commander 
Agency:  DeKalb County Police Department 
Phone: (404) 294-2531 
E-mail address: pssheirling@co.dekalb.ga.us 
  
Name:  Calvin Moss 
Title:  Special Operations Commander 
Agency:  City of Atlanta Police Department 
Phone: (404) 209-5260 
E-mail address:  cmoss@atlantaga.gov 
 
Name: Brian Denekes 
Title: Project Director 
Agency: Clayton County Police Department 
Phone: (770) 477-3638  
E-mail address: 
Brian.Danekes@co.clayton.ga.us 
 
Name: Clayton Little 
Title: Sergeant 
Agency: Marietta Police Department 
Phone: (770) 794-5306 
E-mail address: clittle@mariettaga.gov 
 
Name: John LaChance 
Title: Project Director 
Agency: Coweta County Sheriff’s Office 
Phone: (770) 254-8922 
E-mail address: jlachance@coweta.ga.us 
 
Name: Greg Holcomb 
Title: Deputy Sheriff 
Agency: Carroll County Sheriff’s Office 
Phone: (770) 214-3596 
E-mail address: 
gholcomb@carrollsheriff.com 
Name: Kimberly Monast 
Title: Research & Development Specialist 
Agency: Henry County Police Department 
Phone: (770) 288-1833 
E-mail address: kmonast@co.henry.ga.us 
 
Name: Kevin Shultz 
Title: Traffic Enforcement/H.E.A.T. 
Supervisor 

Agency: Walton County Sheriff’s Office 
Phone: (770) 266-1697 
E-mail address: kshultz@co.walton.ga.us 
 
Name: Tom Jackson  
Title: Lieutenant 
Agency: Dougherty County Sheriff’s Office 
Phone: (229) 430-6600 
E-mail address: tjackson@dougherty.ga.us 
 
Name: Jill Manders 
Title: Sergeant 
Agency: Duluth Police Department 
Phone: (770) 476-4151 
E-mail address: jmanders@duluthpd.com 
 
Name: Dennis Dorsey            
Title: Captain 
Agency: Winder Police Department 
Phone: (770) 867-2156                 
E-mail address: 
dennis.dorsey@cityofwinder.com                        
    
Name: Ryan Sears            
Title: Sergeant 
Agency: Barrow County Sheriff’s Office 
Phone:    (770) 307-3080 x1383                 
E-mail address: rsears@barrowsheriff.com                       
 
Name: Brian Childress            
Title: Commander 
Agency: Valdosta Police Department 
Phone:    (229) 293-3109                 
E-mail address: bchildress@valdostacity.com                      
 
Name: Mike Scarbary             
Title: Project Director 
Agency: Bibb County Sheriff’s Office 
Phone:    (478) 621-5604              
E-mail address: mscarbary@co.bibb.ga.us                           
 
Name: James Champion                 
Title: Corporal 
Agency: Dublin Police Department 
Phone:    (478) 277-5023                 
E-mail address: championj@dlcga.com                                   
 
Name: Dan Nable               
Title: Project Director 
Agency: Sandy Spring Police Department 
Phone:    (770) 551-3311                
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E-mail address: 
raymond.nable@sandyspringsga.org            
 
Name: Jeff Nalley                  
Title: Captain 
Agency: Douglas County Sheriff’s Office 
Phone:    (770) 949-5656                 
E-mail address: jnalley@sheriff.douglas.ga.us 
 
Name: Jim Kelly 
Title: Captain 
Agency: Glynn County Police Department 
Phone: (912) 554-7830 
E-mail address: jkelly@glynncounty-ga.gov 

 
Name: Patrick Banks 
Title: Lieutenant 
Agency: Paulding County Board of 
Commissioners 
Phone: (770) 443-3010 
E-mail address: csusergeant@aol.com 
 
Name: Robert Orange 
Title: Accounting Director 
Agency: Georgia Department of Public Safety 
Phone: (404) 624-7628 
E-mail address: rorange@gsp.net

 
 
  

mailto:jnalley@sheriff.douglas.ga.us
mailto:csusergeant@aol.com
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Looking to the Future  
 

Significant challenges to be addressed: 
The following are potential challenges to be addressed in order to reach 
the goals from the FFY 2014 Highway Safety Plan:  
 
1. Traffic record and crash data reporting systems. Continue to upgrade 

traffic record maintenance and retrieval systems. Continue to work closely 
with local, state, and federal stakeholders to ensure timely and complete 
traffic records data. 

2. Increase education and knowledge level regarding traffic safety laws. 
The general public in Georgia continues to require ongoing education of 
current and proposed traffic safety legislation. 

3. Brand highway safety programs. Establishing clear and cogent brand 
linked to specific highway safety issues remains a high priority. 

4. Respond to the rise of motorcycle fatalities. Funding effective programs 
that both train and educate motorcyclists and research inherent causes behind 
motorcycle deaths are imperative to enhance the safety of Georgia roadways. 

5. Respond to the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials’ (AASHTO) national safety goal to reduce 
highway fatalities and be “Below 1,000”.  Georgia seeks to go above their 
proportional target to reduce fatalities by 41 per year. 

6. Respond to the impact of ongoing increase in distracted driving. Utilize 
NHTSA funds to design state wide distracted driving programs.  

7. Updating electronic grants system. Entertain the possibility of gaining 
modern tools available from current software provider. Changes have not 
occurred since 2006. 

8. Distracted driving- Develop a program to address distracted driving issues 
with newly allocated federal funding.  
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Looking to the Future (continued) 
  
 FFY 2014 Core Performance Measures and Goals 

1. To maintain the steady decrease of traffic fatalities below the 2011 calendar 
base year of 1,223 fatalities to 1,169 fatalities by December 31, 2014. 

2. To maintain the steady decrease of serious traffic injuries below the 2012 
calendar base year of 115,116 to 112,256 by December 31, 2014. 

3. To decrease fatalities/VMT by two-percent (2%) from the 2011 calendar 
base year of 1.09 to 1.07 by December 31, 2014. 

4. To decrease unrestrained passenger vehicle fatalities in all seating positions 
by four-percent (4%) from the 2011 calendar base year of 421 to 402 by 
December 31, 2014. 

5. To decrease alcohol impaired driving fatalities by 16-percent (16%) from the 
2011 calendar base year of 277 to 234 by December 31, 2014. 

6. To maintain the steady decrease of speeding related fatalities below the 2011 
calendar base year of 217 by December 31, 2014. 

7. To decrease motorcyclist fatalities from the 2011 calendar base year of 149 
to 140 by December 31, 2014. 

8. To decrease un-helmeted motorcyclist fatalities from the 2011 calendar base 
year of 15 to 14 by December 31, 2014. 

9. To decrease drivers age 20 year or younger involved in fatal crashes from the 
2011 calendar base year of 165 to 152 by December 31, 2014. 

10. To reduce pedestrian fatalities from the 2011 calendar base year of 130 to 
129 by December 31, 2014. 

 
Significant training, technical assistance, expertise and other resources 
necessary for success: 
1. Electronic citation and crash reporting. 
2. Evaluation consultation expertise. 
3. Train grantees/GOHS personnel on programmatic planning, including 

writing measurable goals and objectives. 
4. Training GOHS personnel on available data resources for program planning. 
5. Law enforcement training. 
6. Teen driver training. 
7. Motorcyclist training. 
8. Occupant safety observational survey implementation. 
9. Salary levels and job descriptions that will attract and retain qualified agency 

personnel. 
10. Cooperative access to other agencies’ data. 
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