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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

GUIDELINES

In the State of Missouri, the state highway safety program is administered through the Office of Highway Safety
(OHS), a unit of the Traffic & Highway Safety Division, Missouri Department of Transportation. The Annual
Report for the OHS covers those activities funded for the period October 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014. The
structure of this report attempts to follow the guidelines set forth by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Order 960-2/7510.3A. *NOTE:
FARS data was not available at the time this Annual Report was prepared.

PURPOSE

The National Highway Safety Act of 1966 charges each Governor with the responsibility of establishing a state
highway safety program. The goal of the OHS is to reduce both the number and severity of traffic crashes and the
deaths and injuries resulting from these crashes.

PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION

Traffic crashes are, unfortunately, an accepted part of our mobile society. In 2013, there were 139,285 traffic
crashes in Missouri. In these crashes, 49,522 persons were injured resulting in an economic loss to the state in
excess of $4.5 billion. *FARS data not available for number of fatalities. Tragically, motor vehicle crashes are the
leading cause of death for those aged 3-33.

PROBLEM SOLUTION

An annual Highway Safety Plan (HSP) is developed by the OHS utilizing statewide traffic crash data. Statistics are
maintained by the Highway Patrol in a repository identified as STARS (Statewide Traffic Accident Records
Systems). The Patrol’s Statistical Analysis Center compiles the data into a comprehensive report known as the
Traffic Safety Compendium. The Compendium contains the following statistics that enable the OHS to produce a
data-driven HSP:

»  Traffic safety problem areas (e.g., alcohol-related, speeding, failure to use seat belts, engineering issues);

»  Geographic High Accident Locations (HAL—hot spots for traffic crashes);

«  Demographics (age, gender, urban vs. rural, etc.)

STRATEGIES

State and local governmental agencies are solicited to assist in the development of countermeasure projects to
address these problems. These projects are then compiled into a comprehensive traffic safety plan for the state.
Federal funding to support the OHS is channeled to the state from the Section 402 Highway Safety Program within
the U.S. Department of Transportation. In addition to Regular 402 funding, Missouri also received Section 154 AL,
154 HE, and 405b, c, d, and f.

SUCCESSES/RESULTS

Since inception of the highway safety program in 1967, Missouri has witnessed a drop in the vehicle death rate per
100 million vehicle miles traveled from 6.2 to 1.2 in 2012. However, during 2012, there was an increase of 40
fatalities from the previous year. In spite of this increase, Missouri is still experiencing a drop in its three year
moving average. Through the diligent work of the Missouri Coalition for Roadway Safety this will not become a
trend. The new interim goal set by the Missouri Coalition for Roadway Safety is 700 by 2016 as we continue to
move Toward Zero Deaths. *2013 FARS data not available at this time.

Overall Crashes in 2012 — 137,399. Injuries in 2012 — 50,371. Deaths in 2012—826
Overall Crashes in 2013 — 139,285. Injuries in 2013—49,522 FARS data not available in 2013

PROGRAM EVALUATION

Two types of evaluation methods are used to determine program effectiveness—administrative and impact.
Administrative evaluations measure the operational efficiency of task activities relative to meeting the established
goals and objectives of the project. Impact evaluations determine the extent to which the project was able to impact
traffic crash involvement.

Included within this Annual Report are traffic safety countermeasure programs that have demonstrated best
practices. These programs satisfy most, if not all, of the following criteria:


http:960-2/7510.3A

*  They employ crash statistics to identify problem areas;

» They target high risk groups of individuals;

»  They utilize knowledge & expertise of the local community to propose workable solutions;
»  They apply varied resources from numerous sources;

*  They are comprehensive in design; and

»  They seek to modify behavior through effective enforcement, education and engineering.

INTERNAL ACTIVITIES

In addition to administering programs that are funded through state and local government agencies, OHS staff

members participate in activities to further traffic safety within the state. These include, but aren't limited to:

e Production and distribution of traffic safety materials;

» Legislative tracking and review;

» Training presentations (child safety seats; safety belts; law enforcement grant applications; traffic safety
programs; legislation; youth issues; etc.);

»  Exhibits (safety fairs; conferences; State Fair; employer programs; etc.);

»  Press conferences & media events; and

»  Federal, state and local committees/boards with like-minded missions.

GRANT-FUNDED ACTIVITIES

The OHS contracts with State and Local governmental agencies to perform services designed to impact specified
problem areas that result in traffic crashes. These problem areas include: Aggressive Driving, Older Drivers, Public
Information and Education, Alcohol and Other Drugs, Occupant Restraints, Motorcycle Crashes, School Buses,
Young Drivers, Commercial Motor Vehicles, Vulnerable Roadway Users, Engineering and Data Collection.

A total of 437 contracts were issued to grantees. Agencies are required to submit a synopsis of their grant activities
for the fiscal year including the results of their efforts. Within this report we have included a sampling of some of
the projects we feel were quite successful. A complete file of all annual reports is maintained within the Grants
Management System housed in the OHS.

The total obligation of federal funding and expenditures by the State of Missouri for FY 2014 can be found on the
following page. Detailed project amounts are provided in the Budget Addendum.
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